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Section 8. The Congress shall have power...

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited 

times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings 

and discoveries;

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/constitution.articlei.html



“The General Public License (GPL), copyright reinterpreted. 

The GPL was created by Richard Stallman in 1983 and adopted by free software developers. 

This licence unambiguously guarantees the right to use a computer program free from any 

restriction (the program may be used for any purpose), the right to study (we can learn how 

the programme works), the right to copy, modify and distribute copies free of charge or 

commercially. Some have described the GPL as a “genealogical licence”. To understand the 

meaning of the word “genealogical” in this context, we need to look at the mechanism 

governing copyleft within the framework of the GPL. Copyleft is not a negation of the 

author's rights; rather it is a reformulation of the way they are applied. It is a rerouting of the 

author's rights. Because I am the author of a work, I can convey greater liberties to my users 

under contract than the law awards them by default. As Florian Cramer points out, the word 

“licence” comes  from the verb licere meaning to authorise. In order to authorise the 

additional uses of a production, one needs to be its owner. And in the field of intellectual 

property, this means being the author (or possessing rights equivalent to those of the author). 

These additional rights are attributed with one sole condition: that the same freedom is 

guaranteed with copyleft for any work deriving from it. One cannot place a work under 

copyleft if one does not own the rights (a work cannot be “laundered”) and one cannot 

restrict the usage authorisations which have been awarded to a free work, either for that 

specific work or for the consequent works.”

Nicolas Malevé, Creative Commons in situation, Zehar 56, Arteleku, Donosti.










